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1. CPR Funding Appeal Update

2. CPR – New York
3. Bali Unmasked – Topeng Mask Workshop 21st – 23rd May, Cardiff
4. Opportunities available from CPR collaborators:

a. Performance of Earthfall’s Gravitas, Saturday 10th May, Aberystwyth

b. Quarantine Summer School, 14th – 19th July, greenroom Manchester

c. La Pocha Nostra’s International Performance Intensive Workshop Summer 2008
1.  CPR Funding Appeal Update
CPR Funding Appeal Update

News of CPR Appeal 1st May 2008 in summary: whilst the Panel acknowledged that ACW (Arts Council of Wales) recognises and values the quality of CPR’s work, the appeal was not upheld, essentially as ACW has insufficient funding to support all the organisations it wishes to support.

The formal Hearing for CPR’s Appeal was held last Thursday on 1st May in Hospitality Box No 46 at the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff (from which there was a very good view of the ‘pitch’). The purpose of the Hearing  - where representatives from CPR and ACW were each invited to present to an independent panel - was not to judge the merits or demerits of ACW’s decision to withdraw revenue funding from CPR but to consider whether the Arts Council had arrived at its decision in a procedurally correct and fair manner.  

Whilst obviously a nerve-racking experience given so much rested on it, spirits and courage were much enlivened by the recurrent broadcasts of the national anthem for stadium tour groups, and we were genuinely grateful for the Panel Chairman’s cordiality and humour to put us at ease in assuring us that it had been agreed that we needn’t stand each time the anthem was played. It was difficult to be detached given our emotional involvement in the event, but we were nevertheless appreciative of the interesting dramaturgies playing both inside and ‘outside the box’. 

We concluded CPR’s statement by saying:

“In respect of the focus on deficiency necessitated in formal appeal by the restrictions of ACW’s appeal procedure rules, we wish you to know that our preference would have been to appeal in more positive terms of proficiency; whereby the competences of both ACW and CPR are fully utilised to work together through these current difficulties to realise the aims of innovation, internationalism and excellence prioritised in ACW’s draft strategies. 

As a mature and experienced organisation, CPR recognises that funding organisations need to review both their policies and client portfolios and develop new strategic frameworks. However, we consider it deeply regrettable that, having conducted the current budget-saving exercise through such process of attrition and disregard, ACW’s ‘misunderstanding’ of its client has now brought funder and ‘advocacy’ body [ACW] and its client [CPR] into the current formal state of opposition rather than ‘constructive or creative dialogue’; a ‘lose/lose’ stasis that benefits neither party - privately nor publicly… it is necessary to work now… in good faith and trust to ensure a ‘win/win’ outcome - whatever that may be - for both parties involved”.
CPR has now received notice of the Appeal Panel’s decision not to uphold the Appeal as in summary the Panel were satisfied that the process undertaken by the Arts Council of Wales was sufficiently robust to come to a reasonable judgement given the difficult financial circumstances it faced.

We note that the Panel concluded with the recommendation that  [as] the Arts Council commends the quality of the work of CPR, the Arts Council should initiate discussions with CPR with minimum delay to examine other sources of funding for CPR.

“Time is now running out. We trust the Arts Council will therefore without any delay initiate constructive and creative dialogue to ‘manage this process and secure CPR’s future’. 
We trust also that the Arts Council -  who have during this process cited CPR’s ‘fantastic history’, praised the ‘richness’ and ‘fertility’ of the organisation, and constantly cited how ACW wishes the work to continue - will therefore consider extending the disinvestment period beyond the minimum, that is beyond July, so that there is actually a practicable possibility of securing other funding and retaining staff to secure it. 
We trust furthermore that the Arts Council will not ignore or dismiss the views and groundswell of support for CPR from around Wales and from around the world.  
And so - at this stage - we must believe and keep faith that if it is the case that CPR and the Arts Council are both victims of underfunding then there might be the possibility of putting the word ‘together’ appositely in this sentence. “  

Judie Christie, Creative Producer of CPR
We extend again our sincere thanks and appreciation for all the support received from well-wishers so far, and regretfully reiterate our request for support in our campaign to save CPR, either by petition or letter, as below.

Save CPR Petition: http://www.gopetition.com/online/17052.html
Letters of Support: http://www.centreforperformanceresearch.blogspot.com/
Your support is greatly encouraging and much appreciated.
2. CPR – New York
Part of the CPR team is currently in USA working on a project there, but this should not be confused with the organisation that has recently set itself up as the ‘CPR - Center for Performance Research’, in Brooklyn. Thanks to all those of you who have alerted us to the widespread marketing of this new American outfit; we have written to the organisation in good will expressing support for their work but pointing out both the trademark that exists on the nomenclature and the confusions that inevitably arise in this replication. Whilst purporting to be for artists’ rights and solidarity, they assure us they are not attempting to trade on CPR’s name or work and consider themselves to be distinctly American, and are resisting friendly requests to adapt their name to avoid confusion. So for the moment, as we have other issues to contend with - for the sake of clarity, CPR would like to make it clear that it currently has no association with CPR- Center for Performance Research, Brooklyn, New York. (Perhaps we should refer the case to the other CPR New York, the International Institute for Conflict Prevention and Resolution, or NYPD – Courtesy, Protection, Respect!)

3. Bali Unmasked – Topeng Mask Workshop 21st – 23rd May, Cardiff
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	Bali Unmasked
21 - 23 May

Lunar Productions with Sherman Cymru & CPR

Course Tutor - Ida Bagus Alit

An intensive and fun immersion into the techniques of Topeng masked drama, a unique and ancient theatre form which incorporates storytelling, mask work, dance and physical characterisation.

The course will be led by Ida Bagus Alit, a lifelong performer of Topeng, who has skills, insights and innate knowledge of this extraordinary form of performance that few in the world possess. The course is suitable for actors, dancers, storytellers, circus performers and students of performance with an interest in mask work and cross-cultural art forms.

Participants will be immersed in a practical hands-on exploration of Topeng as well as contextual learning sessions with British based practitioners Margaret Coldiron, Ni Made Pujawati and Tiffany Strawson. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of Topeng's role in traditional and contemporary Balinese culture as well as its influence on current performance practice. 

Saturday 24 May 7.30pm - Performance
An intimate evening of cultural storytelling, music and traditional Topeng performance with Ida Bagus Alit and Cardiff Storytelling Circle. Tickets £3 or free to workshop participants.

Workshop - £150 (Limited places available at a concessionary rate of £95)

A further Bali Unmasked workshop is being held at Dartington College of Arts (16 - 18 May). See the Lunar Productions website for more information

Box Office 029 2064 6900

www.shermancymru.co.uk
	


4. Opportunities available from CPR collaborators:

a. Performance of Earthfall’s Gravitas at Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Saturday 10th May 7.30pm
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	For a full list of venues and dates or visit www.gravitas.eu
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Aberystwyth Arts Centre:

Box office: 01970 623232

www.aberystwythartscentre.co.uk

b. Quarantine Summer School, 14th – 19th July, greenroom, Manchester

Quarantine in partnership with greenroom, Manchester

“How to be invisible…”

Summer School
14-19 July 2008

A six-day workshop on bringing the practice of everyday life into performance.

Over the past 10 years, Quarantine has made a series of performances in which we work with both trained and untrained performers (“experts in everyday life”) to create theatre where there is the smallest of gaps between performer and material, and between performer and audience.  

From Monday 14th to Saturday 19th July 2008, Quarantine will host a summer school at greenroom, Manchester. The workshop week will share and expose some of Quarantine’s strategies for making performance and experiment with some new ideas.

The week will focus on ways in which the artist might absent themselves from their own work – perhaps creating structures, rules, provocations and tactics for an audience to respond to, rather than presenting fixed or finished material.  The week also includes a series of presentations by other artists supported by and associated with greenroom.  The summer school will end with a sharing of work to an invited audience.

The workshop is open to all, irrespective of artform background.  We would like to work with a group that is diverse – culturally, socially and creatively, as well as in levels of experience. For more information and to download an application form please visit www.qtine.com
The deadline for applications is Monday 19 May.

c. La Pocha Nostra’s International Performance Intensive Workshop Summer 2008
CONVOCATORIA: LA POCHA NOSTRA’S INTERNATIONAL PERFORMANCE INTENSIVE WORKSHOP SUMMER 2008
Évora, Portugal in the summer of 2008 and Tucson, Arizona in early 2009.   
Guillermo Gómez-Peña, Roberto Sifuentes and other members of the legendary Pocha Nostra performance troupe will conduct their annual 12-day intensive summer workshop on performance art with a focus on the human body as a site for creation, reinvention, memory and activism. This cross-cultural, cross-disciplinary and cross-generational workshop will host 15 performance artists and students from around the world as well as 10 Portuguese artists in an amazing artistic and anthropological experiment in which artists from several countries and every imaginable artistic, ethnic and sub-cultural background begin to negotiate common ground. 
Where will it take place? This year’s summer workshop will take place in the historic Convento do Carmo, in Évora, Portugal, as part of Escrita na Paisagem – Performance and Land Arts Festival (5th edition) with the support of the University of Évora – www.escritanapaisagem.net  
What will be taught? The exciting 8-hour a day workshop will offer two parallel processes: Participants are exposed to La Pocha Nostra's most recent performance methodologies, an eclectic combination of exercises borrowed from multiple traditions including experimental theater and dance, the Suzuki method, ritual performance, shamanism, performance games and live jam sessions. Parallel to this hands-on process, the group will analyze the creative process, the issues addressed by the work, its aesthetic currency, cultural impact and political pertinence. The workshop will culminate with a full performance open to the public. 
Who should attend? Performance artists, experimental actors, dancers, theorists, and students interested in the topics addressed by La Pocha Nostra. Applicants must have some performance experience, and must be familiar with La Pocha Nostra’s work. The workshop is fun but rigorous.
For information on the cost and application process go to www.pochanostra.com. 
CPR

The Foundry

Parry Williams

Penglais Campus

Aberystwyth SY23 3QD

Tel: 01970 622133

Fax: 01970 622132

web site: www.thecpr.org.uk

For the curious - opening up worlds of performance ...

	
	


